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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Va. 22313 

Sir: 

This Preliminary Amendment accompanies Applicant's Request for Continued 
Examination ("RCE"), submitted in response to the Final Office Action mailed August 21, 2003. 
On December 22, 2003, Applicant filed a Notice of Appeal, received by the Patent Office on 
December 29,. 2003. Receipt of the Notice of Appeal commenced a two month period for filing 
an appeal brief, or taking other action, such as the filing of an RCE. As February 29, 2004 is a 
Sunday, the filings, bearing an executed certificate of mailing dated March 1, 2004, are timely. 
37C.F.R. §§ 1.7 and 1.8. 

AMENDMENT 

In accordance with the revised amendment practice, amendments to the claims are 
reflected in the listing of claims on pages 2-8 of this Paper. Claims 5, 6 and 15 are hereby 
canceled without prejudice. 
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